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PLEASE NOTE: This document addresses budgetary issues only. It should not be taken to address support
or opposition on any other grounds. A green flag indicates no serious budgetary or budget compliance
concerns. A yellow flag indicates moderate or potential problems. A red flag indicates serious problems.
Also note: Floor schedules and legislative details are subject to change after publication.

This document was prepared by the majority staff of the Committee on the Budget, U.S. House of Representatives. It
has not been approved by the full committee and therefore may not reflect the views of all the committee’s members.

Week of 21 July 2003

SUSPENSION CALENDAR

1)  To Amend the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 to Authorize
Communities to Use Community Development Block Grant Funds for Construction
of Tornado-Safe Shelters in Manufactured Home Parks (H.R.23). 
This bill  authorizes the Department of Housing and Urban Development to make block grants to
communities for the construction of tornado-safe shelters at manufactured housing parks. It will neither
increase direct spending – spending not subject to appropriations – nor reduce revenue. 

2)  To Amend the PROTECT Act to Clarify Certain Volunteer Liability (S.1280). 
This bill would exempt the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, or 
a director, officer, employee, or agent of the Center from civil liability for damages in certain actions
involving volunteers, unless there is proof of actual malice or intentional misconduct. The bill does not
increase direct spending or reduce revenue.

3)  To Improve the United States Code (H.R.1437).
This bill amends the United States Code by making 
specified technical changes relating to Public Law 107-217 (which revised and codified Title 40, Public
Buildings, Property, and Works) and Title 40, along with conforming cross-references. This bill will not
increase direct spending or reduce revenue.

4)  To Amend Chapter 10 of Title 39, United States Code, to Include
Postmasters and Postmasters' Organizations in the Process 
for the Development and Planning of Certain Personnel Policies, Schedules, and Programs of the
United States Postal Service (H.R.2249).
This bill will neither increase direct spending nor reduce revenue. 

5)  Expressing the Sense of the House of Representatives That There Should Be Established
a National Community Health Center Week to Raise Awareness of Health Services Provided 
by Community, Migrant, Public Housing, and Homeless Health Centers (H.Res.240).
This resolution has no budget implications. 
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6)  Honoring the 10 Communities Selected to Receive the 2003 All-America
City Award (H.Con.Res. 230).
This resolution has no budget implications. 

7)  A Bill to Redesignate the Facility of the United States Postal Service Located
at 101 South Vine Street in Glenwood, Iowa, as the "William J. Scherle Post Office
Building" (S.1399).
This bill will neither increase direct spending nor reduce revenue. 

8)  To Designate the Facility of the United States Postal Service Located 
at 2001 East Willard Street in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the 
"Robert A. Borski Post Office Building" (H.R. 2328).
This bill with neither increase direct spending nor reduce revenue. 

9)  Recognizing and Supporting the Goals and Ideals of the Year of the Korean War Veteran
(H.Con.Res.212). 
This resolution has no budget implications. 

10)  To Amend Title 38, United States Code, to Establish Standards of Access
to Care for Veterans Seeking Health Care from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (H.R.2357). 
This bill will neither increase direct spending nor reduce revenue. 

11) To Direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to Establish a National Cemetery
for Veterans in Southeastern Pennsylvania (H.R.1516). 
This bill will neither increase direct spending nor reduce revenue. 

12)  To Reauthorize the Office of National Drug Control Policy (H.R. 2086).
This bill will neither increase direct spending nor reduce revenue. 

LEGISLATION CONSIDERED UNDER A RULE

Bill: School Readiness Act of 2003 (H.R. 2210).

Committee: Education and the Workforce

Summary: The bill reauthorizes the Head Start program through 2008. The program is currently
authorized through 2003 by the Head Start Act. Head Start provides a range of services,
including education, nutrition, health, and parent training, to preschool children and their
families living in poverty. Federal Head Start funds are provided directly to local grantees,
rather than through States. H.R. 2210, reforms Head Start to improve the overall school
readiness of disadvantaged children through an increased focus on academic
performance. It includes a State demonstration program that would allow eight eligible
States with pre-existing State pre-kindergarten programs to integrate Head Start into their
State-run systems of early childhood education. Under the bill, the program's
administrative functions would remain in the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Cost: The bill authorizes appropriations of $6.9 billion in 2004, and $35.9 billion over the
2004-08 period. It does not increase direct spending or reduce revenue.  

Budget Act: The bill does not violate any provision of the Congressional Budget Act. 
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Bill: United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act (H.R. 2738). 
Committee: Ways and Means 
Summary: This bill would ease financial and other barriers to trade between the United States and

Chile. It gives the President authority to take various steps needed to carry out the
agreement. Under the agreement, about 75 percent of U.S. farm exports would enter
Chile duty-free within 4 years, and all duties would be fully phased out within 12 years
after implementation of the agreement. For Chile, 95 percent of its export products would
gain duty-free status immediately, and only 1.2 percent would fall into the longest 12-year
phaseout period.

Cost: No cost estimate of the measure was available at the time of the preparation of this
Budget Week. It is expected to cause a reduction in revenue – because of the phased-in
elimination of duties on Chilean products – but not by significant amounts. 

Budget Act: This measure is not expected to cause revenue to be reduced below the level provided for
in the budget resolution. It is not expected that this bill will violate provisions of the
Congressional Budget Act. 

Bill: United States-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act (H.R. 2739). 
Committee: Ways and Means 
Summary: This bill is the implementing legislation for the United States-Singapore Free Trade

Agreement, which was signed on May 6, 2003 with the Government of Singapore. It was
submitted to Congress on 15 July 2003, and would ease financial and other barriers to
trade between the United States and Singapore. It give the President authority to take
various steps needed to carry out the agreement. Specifically it authorizes the President 
to exchange notes with the Government of Singapore after 1 January 2004, bringing the
treaty into force.  

Cost: No cost estimate of the measure was available at the time of the preparation of this
Budget Week. It is expected to cause a reduction in revenue, by about $250 million over 5
years. 

Budget Act: By lowering tariffs, this measure will cause a reduction in revenue, but it is not expected to
cause revenue to be reduced below the level provided for in the budget resolution. It is not
expected that this bill will violate provisions of the Congressional Budget Act. 

Bill: Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004.

Committee: Appropriations

Summary: The measure provides appropriations for programs and agencies such as  the Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative, the International Trade Commission, the International
Trade Administration, the Bureau of Industry and Security, the Economic Development
Administration, the Minority Business Development Agency, economic and statistical
analysis programs, the Bureau of the Census, public telecommunications facilities
planning and construction grants, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and the National
Institute of Standards and Technology. It also makes appropriations for the Judiciary for
fiscal year 2003, including the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit and other courts in the U.S. court system. It makes appropriations for the
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Department of State including administration of foreign affairs, international organizations
and conferences, and the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

Cost: No cost estimate was available at the time of the preparation of this Budget Week.

Budget Act: It is expected that this appropriations act will be within the 302(b) allocation issued
pursuant to the Congressional Budget Act, and that it will be consistent with the budget
resolution. 

Bill: Pharmaceutical Market Access Act of 2003 (H.R.2427).

Committee: Energy and Commerce

Summary: H.R. 2427 amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to promulgate regulations allowing qualifying individuals to
import covered products. It eliminates certain record keeping requirements for the
Secretary and eliminates some test requirements unless the importer is a wholesaler. In
addition, the bill eliminates the sunset date set in current law for the provisions pertaining
to the importation of covered products. 

Cost: At the time of publication, a cost estimate was not available.  

Budget Act: The cost on this measure has yet to be determined, though it is not expected to exceed
the committee's allocation over 5 years. It cannot be determined if the measure will be
subject to points of order under the Congressional Budget Act.

Bill: Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, and
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004.

Committee: Appropriations

Summary: The measure makes appropriations for the Department of Veterans Affairs, including the
Veterans Benefits Administration, veterans' housing, education, and vocational
rehabilitation programs, the Veterans Health Administration, and the National Cemetery
Administration. 

The measure also makes appropriations for the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, including public and Indian housing, the Public Housing Capital and
Operating Funds, revitalization of severely distressed public housing, Native American
housing block grants, community development block grants, and the Federal Housing
Administration. 

Among independent agencies, the measure makes appropriations the Community
Development Financial Institutions Fund, the Consumer Product Safety Commission, the
Corporation for National and Community Service, National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration and the National Science Foundation.

Cost: No cost estimate was available at the time of the preparation of this Budget Week.

Budget Act: It is expected that this appropriations act will be within the 302(b) allocation issued
pursuant to the Congressional Budget Act, and that it will be consistent with the budget
resolution. It is expected to contains no emergency designations or advance
appropriations. 
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Bill: District of Columbia Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004 (H.R. 2765).

Committee: Appropriations

Summary: The measure makes appropriations to the District of Columbia, including amounts for 
District of Columbia Resident Tuition Support, emergency planning and security costs in
the District, the District of Columbia Courts,  the Department of Transportation in the
District and the D.C. Public Education System for special education transportation
services and satellite facilities.

Cost: The measure provides $466 million in budget authority [BA] for fiscal year 2004. 

Budget Act: This measure, as reported to the House, provides an amount of discretionary BA for fiscal
year 2004 that is equal to the 302(b) suballocation of discretionary BA filed by the
Appropriations Committee. It does not violate the Congressional Budget Act.


